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How Did the Republic of Korea Begin

What happened in Korean history on August 15th?

Most people will think of the national independence. However, another
important event occurred on August 15th, On August 15, 1948, exactly 3
years after the liberation of Korea from the Japanese colonial rule in 1945, the

Republic of Korea (a.k.a. South Korea) was established as a nation,

In the Republic of Korea, the People are the Owners!

The Republic of Korea is the first liberal democratic state in Korean history,
Before the formal establishment of the Republic of Korea, Korean people had
lost their country for 35 vears because Joseon (former name of Korea) was
colonized by Japan in 1910, Koreans had been governed by kings for 5,000
vears until then, The people were classified by their social status from birth,
such as nobles, middle class, commoners and slaves, and were discriminated
against based on their social classes, Therefore, the establishment of a
democratic republic’ in the Korean Peninsula was especially meaningful, It was
the first time ever in Korean history that the people became the owners of their

own country, where everyone can enjoy liberty and equality under the law,

' A democratic republic. The Constitution of First Republic, Article 1, Provision (1), The Republic of
Korea shall be a democratic republic. A democratic republic refers to a country where ultimate authority
and power is derived from the citizens, and the government itself is run through elected officials, Tt has
the principle of national sovereignty as the basis of power, liberal democracy as the political ideclogy, the
separation of powers as its power structure, and it controls the political process with Parliamentarism and
the rule of law.
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The general election on May 10th was the first free

election.
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Campaign Posters for the first general election -
Rhee Syngman.

The election procedure was explained with
illustrations for illiterate peopit




The First Free Election in Korea

When establishing a democratic republic, first,
the people need to elect representatives who
will lead the country, Thus, South Korea had an

election to vote for their leaders,

5.10 o= gAfet ofA7} 225 FHof3iCt,

Both men and women participated in the first
general election,

On May 10, 1948, the first election in
Korean history was held under democratic
procedures, The election was based on four
essential principles: direct, fair (one person,
one vote), regular (everyone over the age
of 21 gets the right to vote), and blind,
People could participate in the elections

regardless of their gender or social class,

The voter turnout for the first election was

MBI 25| 0|2 MHEAE (0|52 95.5%. It was exceptionally high compared
Campaign Posters for the First General Flectian - , . .
Lee Yoon-Young. to today's turnout, which is between 40 to

60%, The May 10th general election indeed
reconfirmed that the sovereignty of a country

belongs to the people,
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The Constitutional Assembly, the Groundwork for the Republic of

Korea
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The First page of Parliamentary records.

The first general election on May 10th had 902
candidates, with 198 members elected to the
Constitutional Assembly, Those who were elected
gathered on May 31, 1948 in the conference

room of the Capital Building and opened the

first National Assembly of South Korea, the
Constitutional Assembly:.

The Constitutional Assembly sat for 203 days,
from May 31, 1948 to December 18, 1948, Since
it adopted the constitution of the Republic of

Korea, we call it the Constitutional Assembly,

What Is Written on the First Page of the Parliamentary Records?

Since the National Assembly discusses important national affairs, every single

moment of all the sessions is recorded, Therefore, parliamentary records of the

National Assembly show the objective history of the National Assembly,

- “ Thank You, Thank You, Thank You ! ”

In parliamentary records of the Constitutional Assembly, the first page starts with

opening remarks” of the temporary National Assembly Speaker®, Rhee Syngman,

2 Opening remarks A brief casually expressed thought or opinion in the beginning of a conference or a meeting,

3 Speaker The term speaker is a title often given 1o the presiding officer (chair) of a deliberative
assembly, especially a legislative body. The speaker's official role is to moderate debate, make rulings on
procedure, announce the results of votes, and the like,
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“We thank God for opening the first session of the independent Republic
of Korea, Whatever religion or ideclogy you have, nobody in this room
would say that today’s meeting was possible merely by human power,
Therefore, 1 cannot help giving thanks to God, So, first of all, let us all
stand up and give thanks to God, Legislator Lee Yoon-Young, please come

forward and lead us inte prayver,”

- Prayer for the Nation

7 After the opening remarks, Rhee asked one of the Constitutional

Assembly members, Rev. Lee Yoon-Young from Jongno-gu, to pray for the
nation before starting the first session. The full manuscript of this prayer

is written on the first page of parliamentary records of the Constitutional

Assembly,

“God who created the universe and all creatures, and God who rules

over the human history, we give sincere thanks to you for blessing this

land and giving us this thankful day, We believe that you listened to the

agony of our people and pulled out a sword of justice to conquer the

Japanese violence and to awake the consciences of the world, Also, I

believe that you listened to our sincere desire and gave this historie day

of joy, showing your divine providence to all nations,

Lord, 1 pray that you redress our suffering and disgrace of separation,

and give us the day that all Koreans hold hands, sing and smile together,

soon,
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Lerd, as the unwanted misery of the nation lasts longer, the power of
evil will grow stronger, and the advent of your holy glory on this land

will be delayed,

So Lord, T want you to reunite Korea along with our independence, and

also to give us public welfare as well as the world peace,

By your will, we were chosen and literally became representatives of the
nation, We feel heavy responsibilities, and for we are weak, we ask God
for knowledge, wisdom, courage and all of the virtues as they all belong

to you,

Let the National Assembly established today resolve all the problems that
our people and the world are willing to solve, and through that, let true
independence come to this land, to let us complete our duty in the legacy

of resplendent history,
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oA el R AN
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PR %) 4
e 50 Lord, I want you
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A e I along with our independence,
and also to give us public welfare
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Opening Remarks of the Constitutional Assembly
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Lord, 1 pray for wellness of all members, the Speaker and other
legislators, and also for our completion of this mission with justice and
dignity from our consciences, Today, we take our first step of history

with strong delight and impression, and give glory and thanks to God, In

the name of Jesus Christ, Amen,”

From the Constitutional
Assembly to the
Establishment

of the Nation

After the brief opening

. T e o O B
Cierpl= AETE Z254{(1948. 8, 15)
The celebration ceremony of the establishment of the Republic of Korea and the prayer by Lee Yoon-

remarks of Rhee Syngman

Young, the Constitutional
Assembly appointed Rhee Syngman as the Speaker, and Shin Ik-Hee and
Kim Dong-Won the Vice-Speakers. On July 1st, the name of the country was
declared as the Republic of Korea, and on July 17th, the constitutional law was
promulgated with the signature of the Speaker, In addition, under the rules of
the constitution, the Republic of Korea had the first presidential election on
July 20th, electing Rhee Syngman as its first president, and Lee Si—Yc;ung as the
vice president. The first presidential inauguration ceremony was on July 24th,
And finally, on August 15, 1948, the establishment of the Republic of Korea was

proclaimed to the world,
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*Rhee Syngman, the Speaker of the National Assembly Serving the
Shortest Term in Office

The National Assembly Memorial Hall exhibits Rhee's record as the Speaker with the shortest
term in office. Rhee was elected as the Speaker of the first _Nat@nal Assembly on May 31st, and
then 55 days later, on July 20th, he was elected as the first president of the Republic of Korea.

As a result, he had to resign as the Speaker, serving the shortest period of time in the history of

Korean National Assembly. (The National Assembly Visitor Center in Korea, 2014)
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